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" How did it happen ? "
" And the fleet ? " inquired a sailor. " Are they going
to hand it over to the Germans and the Italians ? "
A gleam of hope in the darkness. The Germans have
bombed Bordeaux, from which the Government are
apparently going to depart for another destination. Opti-
mists build up a whole structure of prophecies. They will
move to Toulon, Perpignan, then perhaps to Africa.
Dreams, nothing but dreams which would vanish in
London.
Certainly M. Baudouin swore to Lord Lloyd and to
Mr. Alexander on the nineteenth, as he did to Sir Ronald
Campbell and to other Ambassadors, that the Government
was going to set out for Perpignan, Port Vendres, and
then for Africa. Lord Lloyd and Mr. Alexander cabled
the news to Mr. Winston Churchill, but when they returned
to London it had already ceased to be true.
The object of M. Baudouin's life was to mislead those
politicians who were in favour of continued resistance. In
order to avert hostile activity on their part, the Bordeaux
Government increased their illusion by preparing the
Massilia trap for them. Some, and in particular M.
Mandel, fell into it. Once these men had left for Casa-
blanca on board the Massilia the Marshal's Government
was easier in mind. Later on, steps would be taken to
make out that this departure, which had been suggested
and facilitated, was an act of treason and desertion.
Besides, the Marshal, to whom it was impossible to
entrust tasks of dissimulation which he would have bungled,
if he did not altogether refuse them, had never ceased to
remark with almost infantile vanity:
" I have given myself to my people and I stay with them."
In Mr. Winston Churchill's speech of June 25th, to
which it is always appropriate to refer in order to settle
the British position during this period, the Prime Minister
drew attention to the journey of Lord Lloyd and Mr.
Alexander to Bordeaux, and disclosed the imperative
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